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WHAT IS ANNOTATION?

Linguistic annotation covers any descriptive or analytic notations applied to 

raw language data:

• Morphosyntax

• Phonology

• Discourse structures

• Sentiment analysis

• Pronoun co-referencing

• Error analysis

• And so on and so forth



WHAT IS ANNOTATION?

Analysis of corpora based upon features or variables we are interested in:

• Learner language

• Gender

• Metaphor

• Modality

• Transitivity

• Metadiscourse

• Appraisal theory

• Etc. 



IDEOLOGY AND NEWSPAPER LANGUAGE

Side Effects of the Linguistic Construction 

of Others’ Wickedness



LEARNER LANGUAGE AND THE INTERPERSONAL METAFUNCTION

“Well, I Think that my Argument Is…,” or 

Modality in a Learner Corpus of English



ABUSED WOMEN’S INTERVIEWS AND METAPHOR

“We Were Treated Very Badly, Treated Like Slaves”: 

A Critical Metaphor Analysis of the Accounts of 

the Magdalene Laundries Victims



ABUSED WOMEN’S INTERVIEWS AND EVALUATION

The Language of Evaluation in the Narratives by 

the Magdalene Laundries Survivors: The Discourse 

of Female Victimhood



Shell-noun use in disciplinary student writing: A 

multifaceted analysis of problem and way in third-

year undergraduate writing across three 

disciplines 

DISCIPLINARY STUDENT WRITING AND NOMINAL METADISCOURSE



POPULISM AND EMOTION

Trump’s Populist Discourse and Affective Politics, 

or on How to Move ‘the People’ through Emotion



RADICALISATION AND THE EMOTION/OPINION INTERPLAY

“I Am Proud to Be a Traitor”: The Emotion/Opinion 

Interplay in Jihadist Magazines



WHY IS ANNOTATION IMPORTANT?

Detailed Multi-layeredBeyond intuition



UAM CORPUSTOOL

Mick O’Donnell

WHAT AND WHO?



UAM CORPUSTOOL

• Systemic Functional Linguistics-based tool for the annotation of texts





Patterns
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UAM CORPUSTOOL

http://www.corpustool.com/
http://www.corpustool.com/


UAM CORPUSTOOL

• Monomodal texts (written or spoken texts)



UAM CORPUSTOOL

• Images (visual texts)



UAM CORPUSTOOL

http://www.wagsoft.com/ImageTool/
http://www.wagsoft.com/ImageTool/


UAM CORPUSTOOL

•Language is like a cake



UAM CORPUSTOOL

• Language is a system of systems

• These systems are interrelated

• Each offers different features (i.e. choices)

• These are complementary



UAM CORPUSTOOL

• We can annotate multiple texts using inbuilt annotation schemes, or tailor-

made ones

• We can annotate each text at multiple levels or layers

• We can search for instances across levels or layers

• We can produce comparative statistics across subsets





WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

MODALITY



Gabrielatos, C. (2019). If-conditionals 

and modality: Frequency patterns and 

theoretical explanations. Journal of 

English Linguistics 47(4): 301-334



WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

PERSPECTIVE



WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

Likelihood of a proposition



WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

External and internal forces





WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

“You must not insult them”

“We certainly repeat the same mistakes as his generation”

“The study raises the possibility that dieting is bad for your health”

Deontic: 

Obligation Epistemic: 

Certainty

Epistemic: 

Possibility



modality
MODALITY-
TYPE

epistemic
EPIST-
TYPE

possibility

probability

certainty

deontic
DEON-
TYPE

obligation
OBLIG-
TYPE

external

internal

advice

permission

volition

evidentiality
EVIDENTIALITY-
TYPE

what_we_have_heard

what_we_have_been_told

what_we_have_seen



WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

“You must not insult them”

“We certainly repeat the same mistakes as his generation”

“The study raises the possibility that dieting is bad for your health”

Deontic:

Modal verb Epistemic: 

Modal adverb

Epistemic: 

Modal noun



modality

REALISATION-
TYPE

lexical
LEXICAL-
TYPE

modal_noun

modal_adjective

modal_adverb

lexical_verb

grammatical
GRAMMATICAL-
TYPE

modal_verb

mood
MOOD-
TYPE

indicative

subjunctive

imperative

subordinator

MODALITY-
TYPE

epistemic
EPIST-
TYPE

possibility

probability

certainty
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TYPE
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evidentiality
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TYPE
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what_we_have_seen



• “OR” RELATIONSHIP

WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

Which type of modality?



WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

• “AND” RELATIONSHIP 

Which type of modality?

AND

Which realisation?



WE CAN ANNOTATE MULTIPLE TEXTS USING INBUILT ANNOTATION 

SCHEMES, OR OF YOUR DESIGN

“You must not insult them”

“We certainly repeat the same mistakes as his generation”

“The study raises the possibility that dieting is bad for your health”

Deontic: 

Non-assertive Epistemic: 

Assertive

Epistemic: 

Assertive



modality
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WE CAN ANNOTATE EACH TEXT AT MULTIPLE LEVELS





WE CAN SEARCH FOR INSTANCES ACROSS LEVELS





WE CAN PRODUCE COMPARATIVE STATISTICS ACROSS SUBSETS







WE CAN RUN KEYWORD ANALYSIS



EXERCISE



Think about one object of research (e.g. metaphor, transitivity, appraisal…)

Think about your research questions and hypotheses

Collect texts which may be potentially different (e.g. one by a female and one by a male; 
one by a Republican and one by a Democrat…)

Download UAM CorpusTool (http://www.corpustool.com/)

Create a convenient annotation scheme

EXERCISE



THANKS A 

MILLION!

EHIDALGO@UGR.ES & 

MBENITEZ@UNIZAR.ES


