Towards more positive portrayals of
Mexican immigration/immigrants In
the American and Mexican press
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Introduction
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A International corpus studie@.g.,Gabrielatosand Baker, 2008; Taylor, 2009; Galindo Gomez,
2019)identified mostly negative attitudes towards immigrants

A RQ: How did the newspaper discourse of immigration in either country change/develop/evolve
RdzNA Yy 3 ¢ NHzYLIQa LINBaARSYyOeK

A Corporabuilding(searchquery)

A Collocation/WordSketchesnalysis,

A Semantigreferenceanalysis,

A Discourse prosody analysis



Discourse prosody

A Originsin the neo-Firthiananalysif collocationthroughconcordances

A Sinclair (1999 33-34) defines discourseprosodyas & | {0 U A (cdeiRérnédwithz €
speakemeaning(pragmatics)

A Relatesto W (i Wagthat the wordsin | corpuscancollocatewith arelatedset of wordsor
phrasespftenrevealinghidden): (i ( A (BdkBrSaidiandMcEnery2022 58).

A Forexamplethe word WA Y'Y A Elrmaycollb(‘ﬁtgi/\@h the semanticgroupssuchas
illegality 6 Wdzy I dzi W2 N\ND\BedhdRiHNIy o Wa Y dz34Hit K)\I\UE@@EQ U
with explorationof concordancesthey uncoverthe discourseprosodyof opposition
towardsimmigration
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AVan Dijk (1993:24@mphasises the importance of position of the discourse
analyst towards social relations between discourse, power, dominance and social
iInequality.
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American immigration corpus (AlIC)

- American newspapers (in English): 16,619,929 words

ANationalnewspapers
TheNewYorkTimegprogressive),
TheWashingtorPost(progressive),
USAToday(centrist)

ARegionahewspapers
LosAngeleslimegprogressive),
The ArizonaRepublig¢conservative),
Chicagalribune(conservative)



Attitudes of the American corpus newspapers towards

Mexican immigration/immigrants (202021)

ABasedon developedannotationscheme 100 randominstanceof the
term WA Y Y A 3 Mhd(I0@ yaom instances of the term
WA Y Y A 3iNdestliyéatbétEen2015and2021, were annotated

A Neo-Firthian linguists (Sinclair,1991; Stubbs,2001; 2009 and other linguiststhat adopt Neo
Firthian CL(Xiaoand McEnery,2006 contendthat different wordforms (includingforms of the
samelemma) enter different collocations,which resultsin different semanticpreferences,and,
consequentlycanbe expectedo havedifferentdiscourserosodies

AProportionsof specificpositive/negativeattitudes were calculatedin
relation to the frequencyof positive/negativeattitudes in a specific
year.



Overall results (for AIC)

Attitudes towards Mexican immigration/immigrants (2015-2021) of
the terms 'immigration’ and "immigrant(s)' in AIC
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Positiveattitudes towards

WA Y YA INI

Proportions of specific positive attitudes towards Mexican
immigration in instances with positive prosody of the term
'‘immigration'in AIC
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"undocumented |
immigrant"
4%

Other :
10% against Trump's anti-

2 immigration policies
18%

educatlon
3%
employment
8% sympathy for families
8%
non- cnmlnals
antl -racism | _contribution
0,
3% 8%
‘ provenance

Catholic churchis a
refuge
3%

3%

laws/rights

‘ pro-immigration
27%




Negativeattitudes towards
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Proportions of specific negative attitudes towards Mexican immigrationin
instances with negative prosody of the term 'immigration’in AIC

Other
10%

|

exploitative families
3%

for Trump's anti-
immigration policies
24%

number |
4% |

is : .|
anti-immigration

laws/rights ’ - malmanagement of ‘
26% the border
16%

"illegal immigrant"
3%

s 1
_criminals
14%

Y R

Proportions of specific negative attitudes towards Mexican immigrants in instances with negative
prosody of the term 'immigrant(s)' in AIC
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Opposing Trump's

Diachronic developmelr

of consistent positive /\/\
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s iMmigration immigrant(s)

A ¢ NHzYdeiisionin 2017 to phaseout DACA might have influencedthe fall in positve WA Y Y A 3 NI y {
discoursedowardsthe W5 NB . MdwvélErat the sametime, ¢ NHzY hp@eal againstlegalisingtheir
statusmighthavefuelledpositiveW A Y Y A Jdiétoiirdeg v Q

A PositiveattitudestowardsWA Y Y A Jadd(riutr2egsSb)W A Y Y A 3 nddeiyf 200OAT hignightreflecta

disapprovalbf AlICnewspaperdowards ¢ NJzYned@)eestablishedanti-immigrationpolicy, MPP (Migrant
ProtectionProtocols)

A In 2020 positive attitudes towards WA Y Y A 3 kell. fhe cedsondr that might be that during the
pandemicAmericansvere more preoccupiedwith their own health issuesand, thus, lesscompassionate
towardsimmigrantsstrandedat the border becauseof W ¢ M2Z0Orahe other hand the positiveattitude

towardsWA Y Y A 3 éﬁkﬂ)r&sée&ny @pposition againstW¥ ¢ MBPOkt&/ed at the samelevel as in 2019
implyingthat WA Y Y A JaNanissueteyhi&nedunwelcome



Supporting pro-immigration regulations and immigrant
rights in AIC

The troughin positive attitudes toward:
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6i mmi grationd in s ~ N t o
T r u ntpréasto impose tariffs § 20 N o~

on all Mexican goods entering the US =

while high in 6im =" .o e wr e s om o IT S
might be due to newspapers democrai * o

leaning, which defends immigrant righ T e e

Adat NB aele® Sgeph R. Biden Jr. will proposedaching legislation on Wednesday to give the
11 million undocumented immigrants living in the United States a chance to become citizens in as

little as eight years, part.of an ambitious and pqlitically perilous attelet to undo the effects of _
President Trump'sfotdr ST NJ Faal dzt 4 2y AYYAIANI UAZ2ZYdPe O0bSo



Empathy for hardship of immigrant families in AIC
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A Theexceptionis 2018 whenpositiveattitudestowardsW A Y Y A JaNdWAAYZYVAH NI v

and their families peaked This was most probably in responseto ¢ NHzYfaddiy
separatiorpolicy

A & ¢ K Bninigrantchildrencryingout for their mothersand fathersare collateraldamage pawnsin a
politicalbattle to wring strict legislationout of Congress- medievaltorture displaysneantto serveas
deterrentsé (TheNewYorkTimes25June2018



Praising immigrant employment and finances in AIC
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AFromthe analysist could be plausibleto concludethat immigrantworkerswere
depictedpositivelyduring Covid19, most probablybecausethey were essential
In jobsthat native-bornimmigrantsdid not wantto do.

A & 5 2 NanR&&icanrborn son of a Mexicanimmigrant,hasbeenrunningwhat is probablyNew York'slargest
restaurantquality active cookingoperation during the pandemiclockdown,serving6,000 mealsa dayé (The
WashingtonPost,May 13, 2020



Low frequency (8% and below) consistent positive
attitudes

AMexican Immigrants as contributors to US sociegtg ( NB 0 dzi ¢ NHzY LIQ&
2F W YSNAOF CANROQU

AMexican immigrants are not criminals (in progressive newspapers)
AProimmigrant Catholic churchigit of Pope Francis to the US in 2015)

A Anti-racist attitude towards immigran{the pandemic and racist enforcement
laws)



Other positive attitudes

A Discontinuougime specific attitudes
1. supporting BiderfQ a -irhdNgation stance
2. criticism of anmmigration policies introduced due to coronavirus

A Absent positive/negative attitudes

1. relationship between the US and Mexico
the provenance of immigrants

the smuggling of immigrants

Immigrant education

addressing the root causes of immigration

a s~ Wb



Negative media portrayals drive perception of immigration
Issues, study by University of Kansas finds
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DlaChronlc development Of Opposing immigration system/reform/policy in AIC
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AWL Y Y A JdisktoiirgegefdRedthe most critical pointsin 2016 when Trump

won the US presidential elections, and in 2018 the year of the midterm
elections

ANegativeattitudestowardsWA Y Y A 3 shbwediesssigniiicantchangeswith
the lowest point being in 2019 when Migration Protection Protocol was
introducedandpeakin 2020duringCovid19 andthe useof Witle42Q



Supporting Trump's anti-immigration policies
in AIC
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s TMigration immigrant(s)

Aln 2017 the frequency of the negative attitude was significantly higher in WA Y Y A 3 NJ {
discourse42%9, whichmightbe dueto ¢ NXzYstejpadup approachtowardsa borderwall and
enforcementwhen he took Office ¢ NHzYhadhapproachtowardsWA Y Y A IvidderplegsgdQ
viareportsof approvalby Republicans

A & { KK¥stienNielsen]pledgedto continue the work Kellyhad begun, which included carryingout the
Trump administration'spush for a border wall and tougher immigrationenforcement,both of which fall
underthe jurisdictionof HomelandSecuritg¢ (TheArizonaRepublic10 November2017)



Mexican immigrants are criminals in AIC
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The2017WA Y Y A 3 dampleandl the)2020W A Y Y A Iddihpledregpeciallycritical
of Mexicanimmigrants who arerepresentedascriminals(29%and 21%respectively)not
only becauseof committingseriouscrimes but alsobecauseof their illegalre-entry.

a 5 dzMAprivisitto NogalesAriz, Sessionannounceda directiveto federalprosecutorgo bring felonycriminal
chargesagainsimmigrantssuspectedf multipleillegalentriesé (TheArizonaRepublic14 May 2017)

Light, He and Robey (2020) show td8born citizens are twice as likely undocumented
Immigrantsto be arrestedor committing a crime.



Mismanagement of the US-Mexico border in AIC
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Thecrisisat the border in 2018relatedto ¢ NXzYdefpoymentof additionaltroopsto stop unwelcomecaravans
comingfrom CentralAmericato the increaseof immigrationofficials to processasylumcaseswith the only goal

to deportthem (ArizonaRepublic30 April 2018, andto the constructionof the wall andits fundingin exchange
for keepingthe W5 NB I irvtise NIB(TheUSAToday15 June2018).

The number of encountersat the USMexicoborder increasedfrom 216,370 in 2017 to 281,881 in 2018 (see

Adimora,2023), however,the senseof crisiscouldhavebeencreatedby Trumpin the run-up to the 2018 mid-
term congressionatlection



Unwelcome high number of immigrants in AIC
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A Thepeakin the negativediscoursesegardingthe numberof immigrantsin 2016 (21%of negativeattitudes)
maybe explainedby the record1.8 millionentriesto the USin that year(CamarotaandZeigler2017).

A & ¢ K&l alongthe borderwith Mexicowas one of the presidentS S sipa@idecampaignpromisesas
herailedagainstillegalimmigrationand vowedto sealthe bordersagainstcriminals terrorists,and millions
[of] peopletrying to enterthe U.S legally€ (TheUSAToday,15 Novembe2016

A The2020W A Y Y A 3 dhimpleivasthe)nidst critical (29% of negativeinstancestowardsa perceivedhigh
number of immigrantsduring the first year of Covid19. Immigrantswere portrayed as an unwelcome
burdento be kept out of the UShy closingthe border.



Major findings

A PositivecorpusdiscoursesiboutW A Y Y A FaNdWA AY2YYA Gprisvailgvierae@ative

AOverall pattern of positive WA Y Y A 3 Ndisgoursesiodit@umbering positive
WA Y Y A 3 Nidcouks@syaid negative QA Y Y A 3 Niscdufises guhumbering
negativeW A Y Y A 3 tdcotirsesdid nd@alwaysrepeatin the analysiof diachronic
frequencydevelopmentor eachattitude.

A The corpusnewspaperattitudes fluctuated during ¢ NHzYpkd§idencyin accordance
with majorpoliticalevents

A More negativeattitudes towardsMexicanimmigration/immigrantsat the beginningof
¢ NHzYcadfpaigningand more positivecoverageat the endof hispresidency

A Qorrelation between sociopolitical events, the political leaning of the corpus
newspaperandpublicopinion/attitudestowardsimmigration/immigrants

A AlCnewspapersvere not aspoliticallypolarisedasexpected



Part 2. Mexican Immigration Corpus (MIC)

- Mexicannewspapergin Spanish)12,258126words

ANationalnewspapers

ElUniversalprogressive/centrist),
Elimparciatom(progressive),
Reformaconservative)

ARegionahewspapers
EINorte(conservative),
Lacronicacom(progressive),
Mural (conservative)



Overall results (for MIC)

Attitudes towards Mexican immigration/immigrants (2015-2021) of
the terms 'immigracion' and 'inmigrante(s)' in MIC

Percentage of instances in MIC
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Positive attitudes towards

Yhmigraciomn

Proportions of specific positive attitudes towards Mexican immigration in instances with
positive prosody of the term 'immigracion’ in MIC

Other - -
12% against Trump's anti-
immigration policies

23%

anti-racism
5%
number
3%

cooperation US-Mexico

11% sympathy for families
(+]

11%

the US faulty
cooperation
6%

contribution
5%

pro-immigration
laws/rights
21%

Catholic churchis a
refuge
3%

Finmigrarkg a 0 Q

Proportions of specific positive attitudes towards Mexican immigrants in instances with
positive prosody of the term 'inmigrante(s)' in MIC
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Negative attitudes towards

YWnmigracionf

Propartions of specific negative attitudes towards Mexican immigration in
instances with negative prosody of the term 'inmigracion’in MIC
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Proportions of specific negative attitudes towards Mexican immigrants in instances
with negative prosody of the term 'inmigrante(s)' in MIC
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Diachronic development of consistent
positive attitudes In MIC i

In 2017 criticismtowards¢ NHzYpbliQes < 0% ---*“\/
/\/'\

—

increasedwhichmighthavebeenignitedby ~ : -

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year

anti-Trumpprotestsin Americamand

Percentage of th

Mexicancities ——inmigracién  ——inmigrante(s

a 9 NuevaYork,unas 25 personasfueron arrestadastras ingresara la Torre Trumppara escenificarun mitin contralas
politicasantiinmigrantesdelgobierno Losmanifestantesoreabanconsignasoma Sinprohibiciéonsinmuros,sinredadas,
o Dilofuerte, dilo claro,losinmigrantessonbienvenidosqui¢ (ElUniversall4 April2017)

w A Ney York,about 25 peoplewere arrestedafter entering Trump Towerto stagea rally againstthe government'santi-
immigrant policies The protesterschanted sloganssuchas No ban, no walls, no raids, or Sayit loud, say it clearly,
immigrantsare welcomeheree @ElUniversall4 April2017)

Decreasectriticismof ¢ NHzYpol@asin 2018 (negativeattitude of the Mexicanpublic (49,4%)
towardsthe first largecaravarfrom Hondurasand ElSalvador)



Diachronic development of positive attitude towards the
immigration regulations and immigrant rights
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

o ul

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Year

Percentage of the attitude in MIC

s inmigracion inmigrante(s)

A The year2015, 2017 and 2020ere especiallpositivetowards immigration, which might be
motivated bylegal documentge.g.el Acuerdade Conciliacioi [ 5 LIST +Sy S3 a¢é¢ 6/ 2y
I ANBSYSYy( a¢§ cexekifive orderg\Ne.A3767, 2017), arahti-immigration policies
(MPP).

A Positive attitudes towards immigrant(s) are less frequent, which could have correlation with the

negative perception among Mexicans about massive carpeangg through Mexico towards
the US.



Diachronic development of empathetic attitude
towards the hardship of immigrant families
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Both attitudinal frequencies reached peak in 2018when MIC newspapers
expresse@mpathy towards immigrant children separated from their parents
O2YYdzyAOF GSR QGAlF 2L aAGA2Yy (2 ¢NHzZYLIQA



Diachronic development of positive attitude
towards US-Mexico collaboration

A 315t August2016 the meetingbetween 25%
DonaldTrumpandthe ex-presidentof Mexico,

EnriquePefaNietotook placein MexicoCity
5%

Atthe pressconferencethe dayafter, both

0%
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year

countriescommittedto cooperationandrespect

Percentage of the attitude in MIC

e inMigracion inmigrante(s)
A The 2019 Yhmigraciédiscoursesvolvearound the immigrationfrom the Trianglecountriesand the

needfor the USandMexicoto tackleit together

A The 2021 Yhmigraciofiscourseexpressegositive attitude towardsimmigrationas binationalissue,
whichmightbe motivatedby. A R Prefi@migrationpoliciesandproposed mmigrationBill .



Diachronic development of positive anti-racist
attitude towards immigrants
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A The frequency difference between the two lines is bigge2®189 when
Yhmigranted a0 Q RAZAO2 MBI A ADBLINBEAGHRS OAl
racist and xenophobic rhetoticowards Mexican immigrants s speeches
(e.qg., Florida rally).

A TheantiN} OA a0 | 0 (ninigrdeRESa AY RiMmav@R ddNBE Sa Y A
motivated byEl Paso mass shooting against Latimo8 August 2019.



Low frequency (8% and below) consistent
positive attitudes

AMexican immigrants as contributors to the (dBo in conservative
newspapers)

AMexican immigrants are not criminédsi\documented immigrants
commit less crime than American citizens)

Pal

ACriticism of US faulty collaboration with Mexigd\NdzY LIQa ( K NB
Impose tariffs on Mexican goods)



Diachronic development of consistent
negatlvattltUdes |n MIC Diachronic frequency development of negative

attitude via immigrants are criminals
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couldhavebeenmotivatedby the escapdrom prison(2015

Percentage of the attitude in MIC
=
=]

andarrest(2016) of JoaquirGuzman¥ Thap@ >

—iNMmigracion inmigrante(s)

the leaderof the SinaloaCartel

A & 9efgrupoestaJoséEmanuelGarciaSota,presuntointegrantede LosZetas,acusadode participaren el
asesinatadel agentedel Serviciale Inmigraciony Controlde AduanagqICE por sussiglaseninglés),Jaime
Zapata,cometidoen SanLuisPotosiel 15 defebrerode 2011€ (ElUniversallst October2015

A ® & thefgroup is JoséEmanuelGarciaSota,allegedmemberof LosZetas,accuseddf participatingin the
murderof an agentof the Immigrationand Custom€£nforcemengervicgICE),JaimeZapata,committedin
SanLuisPotosion Februaryl5, 2011¢ @lUniversallst October2015



Diachronic development of negative attitude pro
Trump's anti-immigration policies in MIC
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In 2019the frequencyof the negativeattitude washigher
In Yhmigraciodiscourseg19%), which might be due to
¢ NHzY stép@edup approach towards detention and
deportation of undocumentedimmigrants with record
high359,885removalsand171,445returns

Also,the negativenarrative towards Yhmigraciofcould
have beenfuelled by ¢ NdzYahd@@ncemento conduct
raidsagainstundocumentedmmigrants.



Riachronic frequency development of negative

2 KAETS FOaA mmhx@@ﬂm a2 aNIR 8 SYRude towards management of the border
low in 2016, the negative attitudes towards
Yhmigracio® NBI OKSR A (a LISI:
around theborder wall
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A Elaspiranterepublicanca la CasaBlancaconsiderajue este
muro, cuya altura serd de entre 10 y 12 metros, es
fundamental para detener el trafico de drogas y la
inmigracionilegal desdeel vecinodel sur (El Universal,9 —inmigracion nmigrante(s)
May 2016). (Elimparciatom,9 May 2016

Percentage of the attitude AnBIC

[TheRepublicarrandidatefor the White Houseconsiderghat
this wall, whoseheightwill be between10 and 12 meters,is
essentialo stop drug trafficking and illegalimmigrationfrom
the southernneighboy (Elimparciatom,9 May 2016

The newspaper could be seen as perpetuator of anti-
immigration and pro-Trump attitudes among the readership
viaadvocatinghe advantagesf the wall.
Theunfavourableattitudes towards ¥ migracioidn 2019

could have arguably been affected by the longest
shutdown of the US governmentfollowed by National
Emergencyleclarationdueto / 2 y 3 Nasvilidgesdo
approvet¢ NHzYragiaeatfor the fundingof the wall.



Diachronic frequency development of negative
attitude against immigrant rights and regulations
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The 2020 dnmigranted adis€bursesrevolve around the
negative influence of Covidl9 on the legal rights of
immigrants(33% of negativeattitudes),suchasobtaining
visas

The reason for frequency difference between the
discoursesin 2021 MIC might be that Yhmigraciom
discourses refer directly to immigration laws and
regulation, while Yhmigranted a digeourses refer to
individualsor groupof people



Diachronic frequency development of negative
attitude towards high number of immigrants

v 25%

=

S 20%
15% /\
10%

o — _J“,;#—af
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year
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In 2019 there was a spike in negative attitudes towards Yhmigranted a (85% of negative
Instances) which might correlate with the emergenceof the new caravanin Hondurasin
Januarn2019
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Other negative attitudes

ALow frequency consistent negative attitudes
Immigrants are illegal goods of smuggling
Immigrants are danger to US society and economy

A Absent positive/negative attitudes

the provenance of immigrants

Church as a refuge was infrequent attitude

AYYAIANIFYGEAQ SRdAzOIF GA2Y YR KSIfOK
addressing the root causes of immigration
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Major findings

APositive corpusdiscoursesabouté i mmi g andd ii mmidgpregait in BIE
newspapersver negative which doesnot seemto be reflectedin public opinion
aboutmigrantsin Mexico.

AThetrendin MIC newspapershowedmore negative attitudestowardsMexican
Immigration/immigrantsespeciallyin 2019 when there was a surgeof Central
American immigrants in caravans,and more positive coverageat the end of
T r u npreSidency

AThereseemsdo bethe trendof progressiveleaning MIC newspaperdeingmore
pro-migrant thanconservativéeaningMIC newspapers

AThe newspaperslose to the border do not always expressnegative stance
towardsimmigration/immigrants



Thank youdor your attention!
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