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Welcome to the weekly mentor, trainee and link tutor briefing from the Department of Primary and Childhood Education.
'Trainees are immensely well supported by knowledgeable and inspirational tutors and by highly skilled, committed mentors' (EHU OFSTED 2024)
	Course:
	Primary BA (hons) Primary Education with QTS

	Phase:
	Developmental 
	Week:
	3
Monday 25th – Friday 29th November 2024


I hope that everyone enjoyed week 2 and that students are now feeling settled in their placement schools. 

Key contacts: 
· Link Tutors are the first port of call for mentors and students. 
· Abyasa queries - On Mentor Space we have a very helpful Abyasa guidance Booklet which will answer almost all of your questions about this system. So, please download it and refer to it if you have any queries. Scroll to the bottom of this page. It is in the ‘quick links’ section: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug2/ 
If you can’t find the answers in this booklet, please email foementoring@edgehill.ac.uk . For issues with access to Abyasa, please email Placements@edgehill.ac.uk 
· For all placement related queries that your link tutor cannot help with, please email the Placement lead, Alex Copple -  copplea@edgehill.ac.uk  My working days are Monday – Wednesday. Therefore, if you need to contact me on Thursday or Friday and it is urgent, please email our Year Two Lead, Sue Harrop, (harrops@edgehill.ac.uk) and copy me in. Otherwise, I will reply to you on Monday. 

Mentor Space for this placement: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug2/ 

Thank you to everyone for a great first fortnight to this placement. 
Enjoy the weekend and have a wonderful week 3!
Alex Copple 

 

	Weekly intended curriculum expectations linked to ITTECF:

	HIGH EXPECTATIONS – 
· Support pupils with a range of additional needs through adaptations to content, teaching strategies, approaches to recording and the environment, with support from expert practitioners.   
· Observe and recognise specific adaptive teaching to meet the needs of all learners.
HOW PUPILS LEARN, CLASSROOM PRACTICE & ADAPTIVE TEACHNG – 
· Know where and how to seek support with their own social, emotional and mental health.  
PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOURS –  
· Understand the legal and moral responsibilities of teachers to provide a high-quality education and respond effectively to children’s needs.


	Teaching expectations: 
As noted in the placement handbook, there is a minimum expectation of 15 hours teaching per week. Moving through the Professional Practice, trainees will become increasingly independent in planning, adapting their teaching and assessing the progress of their pupils. They will also continue to develop their knowledge and skills through observation and discussion with expert colleagues in school. 
Mentors and trainees need to decide together what the trainee’s timetable will look like each week. This timetable should gradually increase their amount of whole class teaching as the placement progresses. 
As we enter week 3, I would expect trainees to be planning, teaching and assessing small group work and whole class lessons, moving to sequences of lessons.  
Please see our placement handbook (pg31) on Mentor Space. https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug2-wds/ 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP):
During the Developmental PP trainees should plan, teach and assess a sequence of three SSP sessions. One formal SSP observation should be completed.  The observation form can be found within Abyasa and on the Mentor Space - lesson observation templates.
If the trainee is based in a KS2 class, could the mentor please arrange the opportunity for the trainee to observe an expert colleague teaching SSP, and then support the trainee in planning and teaching a short sequence of SSP lessons. 

	Mentor Focus:

	Observations:
Please ensure that trainees are observed regularly each week, both informally and formally. Formal observations are intended to provide the trainee with subject specific feedback. Further support on this is available in the resources section on mentor space. Discussing the observed lesson can form part of your weekly discussion meeting. It is intended that the observation should be a part, rather than the whole, of the lesson. 
 
Abyasa and WDS:
Please can you make sure that it is you as the mentor who completes all paperwork (WDS and lesson obs) and not the student? If you need to use their Abyasa log in, that is fine, but it should be the mentor who completes these documents. 

Please inform your Link Tutor as soon as possible if there are any worries or concerns about your trainee. 
If you have any queries about the placement or any concerns that need to be escalated, please email me, likewise do share successes and achievements with your link tutor and myself. 
As always, thank you for your support. Have a great week 3! 

	Observation of experts to support training suggestions:
	Research and Resources:

	As the week 3 WDS has a focus on adaptive teaching, this is an excellent opportunity to observe and discuss how teachers and TAs across the school plan for adaptive teaching in their classes and with groups of children. 
Elements of the maths and English focus for week 3 include considering misconceptions in these subjects. When observing expert colleagues across the school, perhaps look for how they plan for, address, and use misconceptions as teaching points in their lessons. 
Further details can be found on the strand and subject component trackers for week 3. (download these from Mentor Space https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug3p-wds/) 
	· White Rose Education – Mathematical Misconceptions
https://whiteroseeducation.com/latest-news/mathematical-misconceptions

· EEF Blog: Assess, adjust, adapt – what does adaptive teaching mean to you? 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-assess-adjust-adapt-what-does-adaptive-teaching-mean-to-you 

	Link Tutor:
	Trainee:

	A reminder that all QA1 and 2 should ideally be completed by the end of week2 (Friday 22nd November 2024). There may be circumstances where QA3 is completed early in week 3. 

Please record all QA visits on Abyasa as soon as possible. I will be running a report on this at the end of week 3 to check where each student is up to. 

Please monitor trainee attendance and let me know if there are any concerns. 

If there are any concerns about a trainee’s progress, please contact me. 

Thank you for all your support in these early weeks of placement. 
	You are ¼ of the way through your Developmental Placement – well done! It has been just wonderful to receive some messages from your mentors and link tutors regarding the fabulous professional starts that you have made. 

The Big Question:
Please take 2 minutes to complete the ‘Big Question’ which has been sent to you by your PAT. Thank you.

Attendance: 
Please remember that attendance is key to success and your development. Please follow the correct procedures for contacting school, mentor, Primary Support Team and your link tutor if you are absent and keep the school updated with your absence and return date.

Planning: 
Planning documents should be created for each lesson (whole class and group tasks) you deliver. This can include using the Edge Hill planning template for lesson plans / sequences of work, making use of school plans and annotating them with more details and information. Please speak with your mentor about what they want you to do. But remember that if you are using the school’s schemes, it is a good idea to have the EHU plan at the side of you to support you in ensuring that you consider all the key ingredients involved in planning a strong lesson/sequence of learning. 
Remember to share all planning with your mentor in a timely manner before teaching takes place.

Evaluations/ reflections: 
All teaching should be evaluated and reflected upon. What did the children do well? What needs to be recapped or covered again in the next lesson? Who needs further intervention or challenge? What are you going to do for those children? What about your teaching? What did you do well? What do you want to do differently next time? How are you recording children’s progress and attainment?

Child Profile: Continue to spend time each week observing one pupil at various times of the day, following them across the curriculum.  It is your own notes and observations in your reflective notebook but remember that you do not have to use any specific format.  Respect confidentiality; do not use names or identifying details for the child. Share your observations and reflections in your WDS meeting with your mentor. These are not uploaded anywhere or handed in at the end. They are for your professional reflections and development. 

Travel and accommodation information is available on Blackboard at the following link; https://learningedge.edgehill.ac.uk/ultra/organizations/_281630_1/outline
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