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Welcome to the weekly mentor, trainee and link tutor briefing from the Department of Primary and Childhood Education.
'Trainees are immensely well supported by knowledgeable and inspirational tutors and by highly skilled, committed mentors' (EHU OFSTED 2024)
	Course:
	Primary BA (hons) Primary Education with QTS


Hello everyone,
I hope you are all well.

Key contacts: 
· Mentors and students, please contact your Link Tutor in the first instance.  
· Abyasa queries – please download the Abyasa Guidance handbook from Mentor Space. This booklet is very helpful in supporting your queries with Abyasa. Scroll to the bottom of this page. It is in the ‘quick links’ section: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug2/ 
If you can’t find the answers in this booklet, please email FoEMentoring@edgehill.ac.uk . For issues with access to Abyasa, please email Placements@edgehill.ac.uk 
· For all placement related queries that your link tutor cannot help with, please email the Placement lead, Alex Copple -  copplea@edgehill.ac.uk  My working days are Monday – Wednesday. Therefore, if you need to contact me on Thursday or Friday and it is urgent, please email our Year Two Lead, Sue Harrop, (harrops@edgehill.ac.uk) and copy me in. Otherwise, I will reply to you on Monday. 

Mentor Space for this placement: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug2/ 

Enjoy your week 4!
Alex Copple  
	Phase:
	Developmental 
	Week:
	4
Monday 2nd - Friday 6th  December 2024



	Weekly intended curriculum expectations linked to ITTECF:

	Subject Knowledge - Refer to Subject Component Tracker for Core and Foundation Subject Knowledge Focuses
HIGH EXPECTATIONS – 
· Understand that self-perception and self-belief supports behaviour.
HOW PUPILS LEARN, CLASSROOM PRACTICE & ADAPTIVE TEACHNG – 
· Know the role the teacher plays to support learning and memory. Understand strategies including worked examples and modelling.
PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOURS –  
· Understand how to liaise and communicate with parents to ensure an integrated approach is adopted in supporting children’s needs.
· Know it is important to keep up to date with current safeguarding legislation, such as: Keeping Children Safe in Education 2024. 

	Teaching expectations: 
The WDS this week focuses on using strategies such as worked examples and modelling to support children’s learning. There is also a focus on communication with parents. As the weeks progress there will be a move towards greater independence in planning, teaching and assessment and the potential for trainees to build up their teaching time gradually, as appropriate. As we move into week 4, and the mid-point of this placement, I would expect trainees to be planning, teaching and assessing small group work and whole class lessons, and now moving to sequences of lessons.  This might be a full week of maths lessons and planning and teaching a foundation subject once each week for a sequence of lessons in that unit across the next 3 or 4 weeks. 
Please see our placement handbook (pg31) on Mentor Space https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmug2-wds/ 

	Mentor Focus:

	Observations:
Please continue to observe trainees each week to provide them with subject specific feedback. The weekly formal observation should be recorded on Abyasa, using the appropriate template. Further support with this is available on mentor space. Please aim to observe lessons at different times and across the range of subjects. Your link tutor will be in touch to arrange the QA3 in-person visit. This includes a joint observation of a lesson delivered by your trainee and feedback following this.

Timetables: 
Please ensure that your trainee has a clear overview / timetable for each week showing when they will be teaching and the focus for their sessions so they can ensure they are fully planned and prepared for teaching. Please agree how far in advance of teaching you need the trainee to give their planning to you so that you can read through it and provide any necessary feedback to them. It is good to get trainees into the practice of meeting important deadlines from the outset. 

Access to schemes of work / resources:
If your school uses specific schemes or resources, please can you ensure your trainee has access to these to ensure continuity and progression for your classes. Trainees should annotate these plans with their own adaptations for the class, and other notes to help support their planning and delivery. Our EHU lesson pan template is available on Mentor Space for trainees to use to plan their lessons or to have at their side as they annotate schemes so that they are supported in ensure that they consider all key elements to planning high quality lessons and sequences of lessons. https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/resources-pey/ 

Please continue to discuss the subject and component trackers at the WDS meeting each week to assess your trainee’s progress through the EHU ITE curriculum. As their mentor you can decide which elements of the EHU weekly curriculum are relevant to that trainee’s development and targets for that week. It may not always be possible to cover all elements in each week. 


	Observation of experts to support training suggestions:
	Research and Resources:

	Part of the week 4 WDS has a focus on communicating with parents. It would be useful for trainees to arrange to meet with the DHT, HT, pastoral lead or their mentor to discuss how the school promotes positive engagement and involvement with parents/carers. 
	EEF blog – Promoting Positive Partnerships with Parents. How parents can support young children’s learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-promoting-positive-partnerships-with-parents 
(this has an early years lens but provides important reading for trainees in their development) 

DfE, 2024. Keeping children safe in education. Statutory guidance for schools and colleges. London: DfE. Accessed from: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
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	Please continue to track your trainee’s progress through the WDS and lesson observations on Abyasa. 

Could you also ensure that QA1 and QA2 meetings are recorded on Abyasa? 

If you have not scheduled the QA3 visit yet, could you arrange this as soon as possible please so it can take place around the midpoint of the Professional Practice. Ideally week 4 or 5. 
If you have any concerns, please let me know. 

	Trainee:

	Planning and evaluation: 
Please continue to develop your subject and pedagogic knowledge and use this to adapt your planning and teaching for the individual needs of the pupils in your class. 
Make use of the EHU planning templates (here on Mentor Space: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/resources-pey/) to support you on planning on these formats or to keep at your side as you adapt schemes of work. 
Discuss planning with your class teacher/mentor and take every opportunity to learn from them. 
Remember to share all planning with your mentor by the agreed deadline. 

All teaching should be evaluated and reflected upon. 
· What did the children do well? 
· What needs to be recapped or covered again in the next lesson? 
· Who needs further intervention or challenge? 
· What are you going to do for those children? 
· What about your teaching? 
· What did you do well? 
· What do you want to do differently next time? 
· How are you recording children’s progress and attainment?

Child Profile: 
Continue to build your child profile, noting observations of a specific pupil. Your child profile will not be submitted or seen by your tutors. It is your own notes to support your reflections on how children learn. As you move into the second half of placement, you will spend less time on this, so please finish your observations and reflections at the end of week 4. Use your new knowledge to support you in planning and teaching the pupils in your class. You can add any significant observations to your child profile notes in later weeks if anything of interest arises. 

Travel and accommodation information is available on Blackboard at the following link; https://learningedge.edgehill.ac.uk/ultra/organizations/_281630_1/outline
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