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Welcome to the weekly mentor, trainee and link tutor briefing from the Department of Primary and Childhood Education.
'Trainees are immensely well supported by knowledgeable and inspirational tutors and by highly skilled, committed mentors' (EHU OFSTED 2024)
	Course:
	Primary BA (hons) Primary Education with QTS


Hello everyone,

Thank you to mentors and link tutors for your support at this very busy time of year.  It is wonderful to hear reports of how trainees are rolling their sleeves up, using their initiative and getting fully involved in school life during the Advent/Christmas season – well done! I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas. Enjoy the last week of the autumn term and all that this brings in school! When mentors and trainees meet this week for the weekly development meeting (WDS 6), I hope that this weekly communication email supports you in preparing for week 7 when schools reopen in January. Let’s plan ahead and get organised! 
Alex Copple (copplea@edgehill.ac.uk)

**University tutors will be taking annual leave over the Christmas holiday period so please be aware of this when emailing. Tutors will respond as soon as they are able on their return to the office. 


	Phase:
	Developmental 
	Week:
	7
Monday 6th – Friday 10th January 2025



	Weekly intended curriculum expectations linked to ITTECF:

	Subject Knowledge - Refer to Subject Component Tracker for Core and Foundation Subject Knowledge Focuses
HIGH EXPECTATIONS
· Use recognised adaptive teaching approaches to specifically target EAL children. 
HOW PUPILS LEARN, CLASSROOM PRACTICE & ADAPTIVE TEACHNG
· Be able to write effective sequences of learning (MTP).
· The impact of targeted questioning on pupils’ retrieval and recall
PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOURS –  
· Can identify children who may be in need of help or protection. 

	Teaching expectations: 
WDS 7 has a focus on being able to plan an effective sequence of lessons. Planning could be joint planning with the class teacher or planning independently by the trainee, or a combination of both. It is important that trainees on their developmental placement work with their mentor/class teacher to plan sequences of lessons and are guided by experienced teachers to develop their knowledge and understanding of the planning process. Opportunities for trainees to plan together and to share their planning with their mentor, engaging in deep reflection of their pedagogical decisions during the planning process is invaluable to trainees at this stage. Trainees then need to build on their planning experiences with mentors to develop their independence and confidence in planning in preparation for their third-year placement. 

It is a non-negotiable that trainees plan for the lessons that they are to teach. All planning must be shared with the class teacher/mentor prior to teaching and by an agreed deadline. 

Please see page 31 of the placement handbook for details on how much teaching is required for this placement. It is clearly set out that trainees should be planning and teaching for around 3 hours per day/15 hours per week. https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/files/2024/11/Primary-24-25-PP-Handbook-UG-FT-Y2-Developmental.pdf  Remember the expectations: 
Systematic synthetic phonics: Plan, teach and assess a sequence of 3 SSP sessions.
Core subjects: Plan, teach and assess a sequence of English and maths lessons. Teach a sequence of science lessons.
Foundation subjects: Plan, teach and assess 5 foundation subjects - where possible teach a sequence of lessons.

	Mentor Focus:

	A busy time of year:
Thank you for all your support and guidance for our trainees at this very busy time in school. 

QA4 Final meetings with the Link Tutors and trainees
The final meeting will take place in week 8. This is a triangulation meeting between the mentor, trainee and the link tutor. Please could you have the final WDS available to discuss at this meeting. This is an opportunity to celebrate the trainees’ successes and consider their next steps and targets for Consolidation Professional Practice in third year. 

WDS and lesson observation forms:
Thank you for recording progress on the WDS forms on Abyasa. Please could you make sure that Abyasa is up to date with all WDS and lesson observations so that you, your trainee and the link tutor are all set and ready for the final weeks of placement. 

PSP – Progress Support Plan:
A trainee may need the support of a Progress Support Plan if they are not meeting the necessary curriculum benchmarks for their course and/or expected standards of attendance, punctuality or professional conduct. This link supports you in setting up a PSP: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/documentation-and-forms/progress-support-plan/ 
The PSP is set up on Abyasa. The mentor guidance booklet explains how to do this, step by step. 
https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/files/2024/11/PEY-Abyasa-Mentor-Guidance-2024.pdf

	Observation of experts to support training suggestions:
	Research and Resources:

	As the week 7 WDS has a focus on EAL and we have a specific focus on this in our University-based ITE curriculum in second year, it would be a good opportunity for trainees to meet with your school’s EAL lead, SENDCo, Pastoral Lead and any other relevant colleagues in school to discuss the school’s approach to pupils for whom English is an additional language.  
	Here are some resources and links that may be of benefit when engaging in professional dialogue for this week’s WDS:
· The Bell Foundation. Blog: Teaching Multilingual Pupils-Reflections on the Myths
This blog is a very interesting read. It has useful links to an EEF podcast which is worth listening to, and links to some excellent further resources and reading. 

· Chartered College. Does question difficulty impact the effect of retrieval practice/testing effect? 
Trainee teachers can join the Chartered College of Teaching for free to access this and other blogs and articles. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk183461550]Link Tutor:

	Please ensure all information related to QA1-3 is up to date on Abyasa and please continue to track your trainees’ progress through the WDS and lesson observations. Thank you for sharing good news about our trainees and please continue to do so. Also let me know if you have any queries.

If you have not done so already, please confirm the date with the mentor and trainee for the QA4 meeting in week 8.

	Trainee:

	You have come such a long way already and it is lovely to hear from link tutors about your progress. Please use these final days of the autumn term to take every opportunity possible to develop your practice and to enjoy the bustle of the end of term in the lead up to Christmas. When you return to school in January, you can put into practice all that you have learned over the last 6 weeks to plan and teach sequences of lessons across the curriculum and finish your placement with great success. 
Ensure that all teaching is well-planned and that plans are given to class teachers/mentors in advance and by the agreed deadline. Remember that it is important that lesson plans contain details that cover all of the key ingredients (think about Rosenshine’s principles). 
Work on your targets and maximise opportunities to learn with and from experienced colleagues in week 7 when you return to school. 

Strand and subject component trackers -Please continue to monitor your progress through the ITE curriculum using the strand and subject component trackers and discuss these in your weekly meetings, alongside targets from lesson observations etc.

Observing expert teachers - Observations are a key part of your development. Continue to observe how learning is scaffolded. Speak to your mentor during your WDS6 meeting to plan to observe expert teachers to notice how activities are scaffolded for different learners in week 7.  Then at the end of week 7, share your observations and reflections with your mentor. What did you notice and how will you implement this into your own practice?

Travel and accommodation - information is available on Blackboard at the following link   https://learningedge.edgehill.ac.uk/ultra/organizations/_281630_1/outline
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