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Welcome to the weekly mentor, trainee and link tutor briefing from the Department of Primary Education.
'Trainees are immensely well supported by knowledgeable and inspirational tutors and by highly skilled, committed mentors' (EHU OFSTED 2024)
	Course:
	BA (Hons) Primary Early Years Education with QTS.

	Phase:
	Year 1 - Introductory
	Week:
	4 (beginning 3rd February 2025).



During this fourth week of professional practice, students should continue with their observations of expert mentors and children to help inform their own practice and continue to plan for groups of learners within the setting, or plan for whole class teaching opportunities, under the guidance and with the support of the school mentor and depending on trainee confidence. 
Please see below for key discussion points this week in relation to the trainee’s curriculum, and how this will impact upon the Weekly Development Summary meetings and completion of paperwork. Please also refer to the Area of Learning Component Tracker to inform part of your weekly discussion with trainees. This can be found on the Mentor Space in the ‘Forms and Documentation’ area here: https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/eypg1/ 
	Weekly intended curriculum expectations linked to ITTECF:

	Week 4 - Curriculum for the week
High Expectations: 
· Understand how assessment is used to identify individual needs and plan effectively for these.
· Create an effective, supportive and safe learning environment.
How Pupils Learn: 
· Understand how a graduated approach is implemented in terms of planning and assessment and reflect upon effective strategies used.
· Be able to identify prior knowledge through playful experiences and enhance this via adult led and continuous provision opportunities.
Professional Behaviours: 
· To be able to identify staff members who have overall responsibility for mental health and wellbeing in school.
Assessment: 
· Understand the importance of collating accurate assessment data in order to plan for adult led learning and continuous provision experiences.


	Mentor Focus:

	Please make sure that the WDS form for Week 3 has been completed on Abyasa and that your weekly lesson observations are up to date.
Continue to focus your Weekly Development Meetings (WDM) upon the Intended Curriculum, as identified above and in the Professional Practice Handbook and Subject Component Tracker for Week 3. Please also continue to talk to your trainees about what they have been learning in university-based sessions and how this relates to what they are observing and experiencing in practice within your setting. 
When setting future targets on the WDS forms, please ensure that they relate to the Intended Curriculum for that week or the subsequent one, and outline how trainees can action and complete these targets within the time they have. If you require further support with target setting, please do contact your trainee’s Link Tutor in the first instance.
According to the Professional Practice schedule, this and last week are the ideal opportunities for the QA3 check point to take place.  Please ensure that the joint lesson observation has been arranged with your Link Tutor.

	Observation of experts to support training suggestions:
	Research and Resources:

	Trainees should continue to be given opportunities in week 4 to observe and speak to expert colleagues to further their knowledge and understanding of how subjects are planned and taught across different age ranges, including the EYFS. 

It would be beneficial
if trainees and Mentors could agree a focus on SSP teaching, if not already arranged.

	Mental Health and Wellbeing:   
· https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges 
· https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/10/10/how-were-helping-look-after-the-mental-health-of-children-and-young-people/   
· https://bera-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/berj.3795  

Assessment and Planning in the Early Years Foundation Stage: 
· https://birthto5matters.org.uk/observation-assessment-and-planning/  
· https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Observing-recognising-and-responding-to-Childrens-funds-of-knowledge-and-intrests.pdf  
· https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/PDF-22-OAP-and-co-constructing-the-curriculum.pdf  
 


	Link Tutor
	Trainee:

	Link tutors, please ensure that Abyasa is up to date following your QA1 and QA2 meetings with Mentors and Trainees. 
If you haven’t done so already, please arrange a mutually convenient time to carry out the in-person visit as part of QA3 which ideally should take place at the mid-way point of the professional practice.
It would be lovely to hear how trainees are getting on and how well their teaching opportunities are going – do let me know!
	At week 4, you will be gaining so much more confidence with planning and teaching. Ensure that you enjoy the challenges and opportunities afforded to you and that, as a professional, you are ready, prepared and know exactly what you are teaching this week and what is expected of you. 
Now that you are halfway through your professional practice, begin to reflect on what you have learned so far through your observations of teaching and learning, your own practice and interactions with the children, any wider opportunities you have been provided with, and following your weekly meetings with your mentor.
Begin to make connections to the Strands in your Pebble Pad Learning Journey and add reflections to demonstrate your developing knowledge and understanding.
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