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Welcome to the weekly mentor, trainee and link tutor briefing from the Department of Primary and Childhood Education.
'Trainees are immensely well supported by knowledgeable and inspirational tutors and by highly skilled, committed mentors' (EHU OFSTED 2024)
Hello everyone,
Welcome to the final week of our developmental professional practice!   Please take special care this week to follow the guidance below on reporting attendance at the end of the placement.  This MUST be completed before the trainee leaves the premised on Friday 7th March.  We cannot consider the placement to be ‘passed’ at the academic board until all paperwork is submitted – including any previous WDS documents which are still in draft. 
 This is very important as funds cannot be released to schools for payment until all paperwork is completed. 
Thank you so much for all your hard work over the past 8 weeks.  We are so appreciative of the support, guidance and expertise that you have shared with our trainees throughout this placement, and we look forward to working with you again soon.
Kind regards, Virginia 

K
	Course:
	PGCE Primary Education 5-11 with QTS

	Phase:
	Developmental 
	Week:
	8:   Monday 3rd March – Friday 7th March 2025



	Weekly intended curriculum expectations linked to ITTECF:

	Subject Knowledge - Refer to Subject Component Tracker for Core and Foundation Subject Knowledge
HIGH EXPECTATIONS
· To know how school staff assess their pupils’ needs and use Pupil Premium funding to improve attainment by drawing on evidence of effective practice. 
· Be able to understand and be consider different approaches when planning to meet the needs of all learners.
HOW PUPILS LEARN, CLASSROOM PRACTICE & ADAPTIVE TEACHNG
· Know how to apply high expectations to all groups and ensuring all pupils have access to a rich curriculum.
· Be able to incorporate the use of technology, including educational software and assistive technology to support teaching and learning for pupils with SEND.
· Be able to write effective sequences of learning (MTP).
PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOURS 
· Be able to demonstrate professionalism by understanding the wider roles and responsibilities of a teacher.


	Teaching expectations: 
Please see page 31 of the placement handbook for details on how much teaching is required for this placement. It is clearly set out that trainees should be planning and teaching for around 3 hours per day/15 hours per week. https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/prmpg2-wds/ 
  Remember the expectations: 
Systematic synthetic phonics: Plan, teach and assess a sequence of 3 SSP sessions.
Core subjects: Plan, teach and assess a sequence of English and maths lessons. Teach a sequence of science lessons.
Foundation subjects: Plan, teach and assess 5 foundation subjects - where possible teach a sequence of lessons.

	Mentor Focus:

	Attendance records: 
As we are entering the final week, could you please ensure your trainee has completed their attendance record on Abyasa. If you need any support with this, please go to page 22 of your mentor Abyasa guidance booklet. 
https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/files/2024/10/PEY-Abyasa-Mentor-Guidance-2024-v2.pdf 
Whilst the student can input their attendance, it can only be approved by you as the mentor. Payment for placement cannot be made to schools until attendance is confirmed and all paperwork is completed and submitted on Abyasa. 

Final WDS:  In week 8, please complete the final WDS. This serves as a record of your trainee’s progress through the ITE curriculum as they come to the end of this Developmental Professional Practice. It records the targets which will take the students into their consolidation placement. Over the weeks of placement, you will have had the opportunity to discuss the progress through the curriculum outlined in the strand and subject trackers/ targets set out in each weekly focus of the WDS document. If there are any elements which may require more coverage, these should now be included as future targets. 

Complete records: 
Please ensure all WDS and lesson observations are completed on Abyasa and submitted (i.e. not in draft). Any outstanding paperwork will result in a delay to payments to schools and impact trainee progression at our academic board as placement is not officially complete until everything is complete.  

QA4 Meeting with link tutors
During this final meeting trainees, mentors and link tutors have the opportunity to discuss the final WDS. This meeting is designed to celebrate the trainees’ successes and consider their next steps and targets for Consolidation Professional Practice, where it is hoped that they will take everything they have learned and begin to build on their individual professional identity and role. 

Thank you. 
I would like to thank every mentor for your generous, caring support for our trainees during this professional practice. As recognised by Ofsted in our most recent inspection, you are a very important part of what we do here at Edge Hill in training the teachers of the future. Thank you for all your hard work. 

	Observation of experts to support training suggestions:
	Research and Resources:

	Could mentors please encourage students to observe experienced colleagues in these final days of placement, where appropriate. Students need to focus on areas that are set as their own development, looking to observe and note how experienced teachers plan, teach, assess, manage behaviour, approach misconceptions, group children, use subject specific vocabulary etc. 

	Download and read through ‘The EEF Guide to the Pupil Premium’ September 2024. 
You will find it if you scroll down here:
The EEF Guide to the Pupil Premium | EEF 
 
This is also a useful link when considering the role of technology in the primary classroom https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/digital 

	[bookmark: _Hlk183461550]Link Tutor:

	Please ensure QA4 visits have been completed, and the information is recorded on Abyasa. Please also ensure, alongside the mentor, that all records, including attendance, are complete on Abyasa. 
Thank you for the support and guidance you have given to our trainees and for playing a crucial role in the PGCE team. Link Tutors are an integral part of a professional practice so thank you for all your support. 

	Trainee:

	Attendance record:
Each week your attendance has been recorded in the Strategies and Wellbeing section of your WDS, which is used to monitor attendance. At the end of your placement, you must create a record that shows your total attendance and absence for your full placement, this will be approved by your mentor. This now needs to be done. Please look at the Abyasa student guidance booklet (page 18) on Mentor Space for how to create your attendance record. It is straight forward to do. Please do this as a priority and let your mentor know when your record is ready for them to authorise. 
https://sites.edgehill.ac.uk/mentorspace/files/2024/09/PEY-Abyasa-Trainee-Guidance-2024.pdf 

Well done! 
Well done on the commitment you have shown throughout these 8 weeks of your Developmental Professional Practice and for all you have achieved. Please discuss your progress and next steps with your mentor at the final WDS meeting. You have lots to be proud of and celebrate and this can also be shared with your link tutor in the QA4 meeting.
Enjoy the last week of placement. Make the most of all opportunities given to you! 

Travel and accommodation - information is available on Blackboard at the following link   https://learningedge.edgehill.ac.uk/ultra/organizations/_281630_1/outline
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