EHU Mentor Funding Claim Timeline - May 2026 update
Dear Colleagues,
I am writing to confirm that The Department for Education (DfE) have started to distribute invitations to your organisations DfE Sign in Approver for the 'Claim Funding for Mentor Training' service. 
If your school is not already onboarded onto this service, invitations will be sent to your DfE Sign-in Approver from May 2026 from: department.for.education.becoming.a.teacher@notifications.service.gov.uk
The first claim window closes in Mid-July 2026.
The DfE recommends that schools confirm with their accredited provider the number of mentor training hours undertaken (up to 16 hours for new mentors and 6 hours for returning EHU mentors/Mentored with another ITT provider in 2024-25).
To support this, Edge Hill University will send you a report from FoEMentoring@edgehill.ac.uk by the end of June 2026, detailing the verified training hours for each eligible mentor. You may use this report when making your funding claim via the ‘Claim Funding for Mentor Training’ service, accessible to your organisation’s DfE Sign-in Approver.
You may still choose to submit a claim for mentor training hours before receiving your report from us if you are confident that the mentor has completed their training and the number of hours this training equates to.
Please note that mentors have until Sunday 31st May to complete their New to EHU or Refresher training, if they have not already done so.
This training is available via the Mentor Training tab on Abyasa.
After this date, any training hours completed will not be included in the report we provide to you. However, you may still choose to submit a claim for these hours if you are aware that the mentor has completed the training.
Edge Hill University Mentor Development Hours September 2025- July 2026
	Mentor Type
	DfE-Fundable Hours
	EHU Development Activity

	New to EHU Mentors
	Up to16 hours
	Initial mentor audit; subject/phase-specific training; New to EHU mentor training; QA checkpoints 1–4 with link tutor

	Returning to EHU Mentors/Mentored with another ITT provider in 2024-25
	Up to 6 hours
	Refresher training; subject/phase-specific training; QA checkpoints 1–4 with link tutor



Funding applies only to schools that:
· Offer ITT placements (including special schools, PRUs, independent schools, early years settings, and FE organisations).
· Have mentors supporting trainees who start or return to their first year of training between 1 September 2025 and 31 May 2026 (THIS EQUATES TO PGCE 25–26 and Undergraduate Year 1 trainees only).
· Have mentors who completed training for a trainee who subsequently withdrew.
Full guidance: Initial teacher training reform funding guidance – GOV.UK
Please ensure your school retains all evidence related to the claim (e.g. supply cover invoices) in case of audit (see Assurance section of the DfE guidance).
DfE Payment Timeline (for planning purposes)
· September 2025: Conditions of grant updated
· Spring 2026: Schools join the service and review T&Cs
· From May 2026: Schools submit funding claims
· Mid-July 2026: First payment window closes
· From September 2026: Payments made to schools
· From October 2026: At least 10% of claims audited
· September 2026: Second application window opens (final window)
If you have any queries regarding the DfE mentor training grant, please contact: ittmentor.funding@education.gov.uk
Thank you for your continued support, it is very much appreciated. 
Kindest regards,
Michelle Pearson
Head of ITE Strategy 
Geraldine Mulhaney
Strategic Lead for Mentoring

