
Regenerative River Republic 
and Education for 
Thrivability: Designing a 
Meta-pedagogy for the 
Manchester-Mersey 
Bioregion

Dr Tim Saunders

Edge Hill University
Department for Children, Education and Communities

saundert@edgehill.ac.uk





A bioregion is a land and water territory whose limits are defined not by
political boundaries, but by the geographical limits of human communities and
ecological systems. Such an area must be large enough to maintain the
integrity of the region’s biological communities, habitats, and ecosystems; to
support important ecological processes, such as nutrient and waste cycling,
migration, and stream flow; to meet the habitat requirements of keystone and
indicator species; and to include the human communities involved in the
management, use, and understanding of biological resources. It must be small
enough for local residents to consider it home.

The Bioregional Learning Centre https://bioregion.org.uk

Regenerative River Republic

https://bioregion.org.uk/
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A Green Deal for the MM Bioregion 2009 
Mersey Basin Campaign 1985-2010
Healthy Waterways Trust 2010-2017
Mersey Rivers Trust 2017 -

Regional Devolution 
Greater Manchester
Liverpool City Regions Primary : Secondary : Tertiary

Co-creating a shared vision of the Manchester-Mersey bioregion defined and inspired by 
the river Mersey and its tributaries and their regeneration for future generations



All that I have is a river
The river is always my home

Lord, take me away
For I just cannot stay

Or I'll sink in my skin and my bones

The water sustains me without even trying
The water can't drown me, I'm done

With my dying

The Water - Johnny Flynn

Regenerative River Republic
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3 Forms of Flourishing in Education for Thrivability

Teaching and learning for integrative Wellbeing, Resilience and Sustainability
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3 Catalysts for Thrivability Thinking
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Thrivability Thinking and the Sustainable Development Goals





Achieving the SDGS in our own Context and Teaching 
UNESCO’s Key Competencies for Sustainability

Thrivability Thinking and HE Education 
for Sustainable Development
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Thrivability Thinking and Teach the Future Demands

Climate Emergency Education Bill Demands

• All education providers to ​teach the truth ​about 
the climate and ecological emergency; 

• Teachers and lecturers ​ to be retrained to do so; 

• Help for educators in ​supporting pupils suffering 
from eco-anxiety ​; 

• Increased ​outdoor education ​ for students;

• Funding for youth-led ​climate and environmental 
social action ​ and youth voice;

• Creation of more ​green vocational training​;

• Retrofitting of ​all educational buildings to net-
zero emissions ​ by 2030
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What Next? Expanding the model for Tertiary Use
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What Next? Thrivability Mapping & Networking in the Bioregion



Thrivability Thinking Key Sources

Author Key Text

Philosophy for Children & Communities Matthew Lipman Thinking in Education

Learning Power Approach Guy Claxton The Learning Power Approach

Qualitative Systems Thinking Anthony Hodgson Systems Thinking for a Turbulent World

Studio Thinking Lois Hetland et al Studio Thinking 2: The Real Benefits of Visual Arts 
Education

Wellbeing Hanzi Freinacht The Listening Society

Resilience Katrina Brown Resilience, Development and Global Change

Sustainability Bill Sharpe Three Horizons: the Patterning of Hope

Bioregion Mark Burton A Green Deal for the Manchester-Mersey Bioregion

Music: The Water by Johnny Flynn and Laura Marling
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4QQ7HYYdWw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4QQ7HYYdWw
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