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RE100 & the 
Global Electricity 
Transition



1. How did we get here?
2. What is the transition and why is it 

needed?
3. What is RE100 and how does it support 

this transition?
4. What do we need to achieve and by when 

to align with the Paris Agreement?



How did we get here?



Electricity – a brief history…



What is the transition 
and why is it needed?



Source: https://www.eurelectric.org/decarbonisation-pathways/

https://www.eurelectric.org/decarbonisation-pathways/


Brainstorm: What can we 
electrify to decarbonise?
What functions of everyday life/sectors can you think of that we can 
electrify with renewable electricity?

sli.do  #RE100



What can we electrify to decarbonise?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Source: https://www.carbonfootprint.com/warming.html

https://www.carbonfootprint.com/warming.html


Electricity consumption increasing

Source: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/02/how-electrifying-the-energy-sector-can-decarbonize-the-world/



Energy Transition 
➔ Electrification



What is RE100 and 
how does it support 
the transition?



The Climate Group is an international NGO with a mission to drive climate action. Fast. 
Our goal is a world of net zero carbon emissions by 2050, with greater prosperity for all.

About the Climate Group

• RE100, in partnership with CDP is the global corporate renewable 
energy initiative bringing together hundreds of large and ambitious 
businesses committed to 100% renewable electricity 

• EP100, in partnership with the Alliance to Save Energy, brings 
together a growing group of energy-smart companies committed to 
improving their energy productivity

• EV100 is a global initiative bringing together forward looking 
companies committed to accelerating the transition to electric vehicles



The world's most influential 
companies, committed to 

sourcing 100% of their global 
electricity consumption from 

renewable sources



RE100 Mission

RE100 Role

Accelerate change towards zero carbon 

electricity grids globally by 2040

Send the demand signal and bring 

companies together to create political 

space in order for RE100 priority markets to 

adopt RE100 global policy asks leading to 

mass deployment of renewables on the grid



Creating a Global Movement
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Source: https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/world-coal-consumption-1978-2019

https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/world-coal-consumption-1978-2019


Data: IEA Key World Energy Statistics 2020

TWh/yr
Demand

10 France 480
11 Saudi Arabia 345
12 UK 326

RE100 317
13 Italy 316
14 Mexico 290
15 Iran 273
16 Turkey 272
17 Taiwan 266

18 Indonesia 263
19 Spain 260
20 Australia 247



Creating a Movement

288
COMPANIES

committed to RE100



RE100 Members’ progress



Source: https://www.there100.org/about-us

https://www.there100.org/about-us


Drivers for RE Sourcing for RE100 Members





• Solar PV and onshore wind now the cheapest 
sources of power for at least two-thirds of 
global population 

• Offshore wind will surge to over 234 GW by 
2030, led by Asia-Pacific

• $54 billion already committed to a green 
recovery by governments as of July 2020

• Replacing the costliest 500 GW of coal with 
solar and wind would cut annual system costs 
by up to $23 billion per year

• Banks responding to financial and social drivers 
to divest from coal



Corporate 
PPA activity 
up in 2020



Bloomberg New Energy Finance RE100 Forecast

RE100 
Forecast



What happens after 
100%?



Mainstreaming renewables

“We have a global commitment to be a 
low-carbon business, using our size 
and scale to help the companies that 
supply us commit to do the same”
Gabrielle Ginér, Head of Environmental 
Sustainability at BT







Market Transformation:  
Global Successes

• Direct influence on EU, Korean and 
Japanese policy

• RE100 publicly endorsed by 
President Tsai of Taiwan as a 
‘critical consideration for industrial 
policy’

• RE100 cited in Japan’s COVID 
Stimulus Package as the reason for 
investment in renewables

• Special mentions of the initiative by 
South Korean Ministries

• Increased local support - Japan 
Market Report, increased member 
meetings



Extending the 
Impact of RE100

• Renewable heat

• Carbon neutrality

• Coal disinvestment

• New technologies 

• New developing markets

• Increased collaboration  



Covid Recovery: 
Positive Signs 





COP26 President call to action

“Business has already played a big 
part in the clean energy transition.

But we need more companies to 
commit to 100 per cent renewable 
sources by 2050 at the latest, 
through the ‘RE100’ initiative.”



What do we need to 
achieve and by when 
to align with the Paris 
Agreement?



Paris Agreement: 
A sustainable future

• 170 NDCs (90%) mention 
renewables. 134 (71%) include 
quantifiable targets for 
electricity generation.

• Only 56 included heat & 
transport targets.

• IF Targets met: 1041 GW 
renewables added by 2030 
+42%

• 2020: 18 new NDCs, only 5
have more ambitious RE 
targets



Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5P1H3TU347s&feature=emb_logo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5P1H3TU347s&feature=emb_logo


Thank you
Ross Mitchell, RE100 Project Manager  
RMitchell@theclimategroup.org
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